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Instructions to examinees

N. Duration of the exam: One and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of one part.

Each question — 20 points; (5x20) = 100 points

). Material that may be used during the exam:
A Hebrew-other language/other language-Hebrew
dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
Write brief, clear answers.

Base your answers on the sources you studied.

Write only in the answer booklet. Use separate pages for
everything you want to use as draft material (outlines,
calculations, etc.). Write "nowo" at the top of each draft page.
If you write draft material on paper outside the answer booklet,
your exam may be disqualified!

Good Luck!
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Questions

Answer five of the questions 1-6 (each question — 20 points).

1.

N.

a.

Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad (*»n w>x1310”). *n &N 130 shwn
According to Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad [>n v»x yan], why is faith based particularly

on the Revelation at Mount Sinai and not on other proofs?

Base your answer on the allegory he gives. (10 points)
Rabbeinu Behaye, maabn mand antpn

One of the religious schools decided to dedicate all the time allotted for religious studies
exclusively for the study of practical halachah.

In your opinion, how would Rabbeinu Behaye react to this decision? Explain your

answer, based on what he writes in Hovot Halevavot. (10 points)

Rav Kook, ¢y7ipn mynn

If you were a school principal, what educational atmosphere would you strive to create
in your school, and what study material would you use?
Base your answer on what Rav Kook wrote in Orot Hakodesh ("nxyn »xn nwpa”).

(10 points)
Rabbi Nahman of Breslav, y"90 s01p%b
"IN’ DR TIAYD P71 RIN MNOWM 15070 Iy
Based on your own opinion, give one advantage and one disadvantage of serving G-d

innocently ["nonna"]. (10 points)

Talmud Bavli, n72) noon

According to the Gemara, while a child is in his mother's womb, he is taught the whole

Torah, and after birth an angel comes and makes him forget the whole Torah.

(1) In your opinion, why is the child taught the whole Torah?

(2) In your opinion, why does an angel come and make the child forget the whole
Torah?

(10 points)

Rav Saadia Gaon [y"01], my7I MmN

Note two groups of people for whom Rav Saadia Gaon wrote his book Emunot Vede'ot.

(10 points)

/continued on page 3/
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4. N 9 DowITm

7(5Y73 1°2) N2YTY NP2 DR TIT2 P00 PAY TR 27037 1270 b dwn”
Explain how we can know that the world has a Creator, according to the "allegory of the
great house" ["n72n bwn”] given in Midrash Hagadol. (8 points)

a.  Rav Dessler, yo9xn anon

(1) Rav Dessler suggests that a person should reflect on two types of worlds in order
to acquire faith. What are these two worlds?

(2) Choose one of the types of world that you noted, and explain how reflecting on it
helps a person acquire faith.

(12 points)

5. N.  Rav Yehudah Halevi [5”1]. *9t90 990, First Essay

Give one principle of the philosopher's world view. (8 points)

3. Rav Kook, 7970 9nxn
Based on Rav Kook's writings, explain why this generation cannot be influenced by

threats and intimidation. (12 points)

6. ~N. Rambam. mwnb vi11o

Explain three of Rambam's thirteen principles of faith. (10 points)

3.  Rav Shimon Shkop. 2wy »yw
Explain how an understanding of the concept "I" as explained by Rav Shkop helps

a person observe the commandment "9 9¥7» NINNY”. (10 points)
Good Luck! 1anbYsna
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