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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (70 points)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-6.

10

20

25

RAY BRADBURY: SCIENCE FICTION WRITER

The author Ray Bradbury appears on every list of important science fiction writers in
the 20t century. In his 71-year career, Bradbury published 27 novels and 600 stories,
which have become popular all over the world. This huge number was the result of the
routine he followed: Every workday he sat at his desk and wrote at least 1000 words.

He continued this habit until a few weeks before his death last year, at the age of 91.

Bradbury grew up in the small American town of Waukegan, enjoying a happy
childhood. This period in his life had a strong influence on his future career. He
claimed that much of his inspiration came from the fantasy stories his mother read
to him when he was a young boy. After he learned to read, his favorite place became
the local library, where he spent hours every day. He often said he would never have

become a writer if there hadn't been a good library near his home.

Bradbury started writing in high school, and sold his first stories soon after graduating.
In 1950, when he was only 30 years old, he published The Martian Chronicles,
a collection of stories about humans trying to build colonies on the planet Mars. The
book quickly became a bestseller, and helped Bradbury gain recognition as a major

science fiction writer.

Human beings haven't settled on distant planets yet, but many of the other things that
Bradbury imagined have become a reality. For example, long before the invention of
wireless communications, they appeared in several of his books. He also described
the effects technology would have on society, including the ways in which television

would change the world.

Although many of his predictions were correct, Bradbury did not see himself as a
prophet. All he really wanted, he said, was to entertain himself and his readers, and
there was nothing he liked better than to sit at his desk and write. Indeed, although his
mind traveled through space and time, he himself never went very far from home. He

refused to get on an airplane, and never even learned to drive.

/3 Twmyaqwnn/
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Bradbury's stories and the way he lived
Bradbury's ideas and what he wrote

TWO things he predicted correctly. Base your answers on lines 17-21.
Bradbury and his readers

According to line 22, many of Bradbury's predictions were correct. Give

In lines 22-26, the writer presents a contrast between (—).

(iii) Bradbury and other authors
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@
(i)
@iv)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (30 points)
Write 100-120 words in English on the following topic.

7. Your school newspaper has asked readers to write about the kinds of behavior that

annoy them very much.

Write a passage for the newspaper, describing one or two things people do that
you find very annoying.

You may also write about one or both of the following:

* When and / or where you've seen such behavior.

* Why it annoys you.

! "nYsna

Use this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here. If necessary, you may use page 8 as well.
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