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Read the article below and then answer questions 1-10.

10

20

SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT - ONE REPAIR AT A TIME
by Sally McGrane

Two years ago a group of retired people in Amsterdam started a project called
"The Repair Café". They meet in the basement of a local café for a few hours
every week and volunteer to repair things that would usually be thrown in the
garbage. The main aim of the project is to help reduce waste and improve the

environment by changing people's habits.

Since it began, the project has become more and more popular. People bring in
anything from shoes and clothing to lamps and toasters. The repairs are done at no
cost by older people who know how to fix things. While waiting, customers like to

have a cup of coffee and chat with their neighbors.

"We throw away too many things," says Martha Porter, a retired newspaper reporter
who participates in the project. "Many of the things we throw away can be fixed
and used again." Porter explains why this project is important. "Discussions on the
environment are often about ideas, about what could be done in the future," she says.

"This project, however, is about doing something practical right now."

Hans Venda, a professor at De Noors University, thinks the project's social
benefits are as important as its environmental ones. "Retired people enjoy their
work at the café," says Venda. "They have a chance to get out of their homes and
meet people. In addition, many of them have skills that are no longer in demand
in the modern world. At the repair café their skills are still valuable. The retired

people also feel good about doing something for others and for the environment."
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she wants to write about it in the newspaper
How often people come to the café.
How the café helps the environment.
What the retired volunteers can do.
Why retired people like to volunteer.

They know people in the neighborhood.

They know a lot about the environment.

PUT A \/ NEXT TO THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. (lines 15-20)
Y a0 R | (< S

What does Professor Venda tell us about the project?
Give ONE effect that Martin's café is having on the people in his town.

Why are retired people so valuable for the repair café? (lines 15-20)

Martha Porter likes the repair café because (—). (lines 10-14)

Give ONE thing that customers enjoy doing at the repair café. (lines 6-9)
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