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Instructions for examinees
.  Duration of exam: One and a half hours
.  Exam structure and breakdown of points: 

  This exam has three parts.
  Part One �– This part includes 3 subjects:
      I.    The Second Temple Period
      II.   The Jewish Community in the Middle  

     Ages 
      III. Hasidism
      In this part answer two questions on the 

subject you studied �–
                           (2x16)  �–    32 points
 Part Two �– 
 Answer three questions in Part Two �– 
        (3x16)  �–    48 points
 Part Three �– 
 Write about four terms/names �–         
             (4x5)   �–    20 points
               Total   �–   100 points
. Material that may be used during the exam:

 A Hebrew�–other language / other language�–
Hebrew dictionary.

. Special instructions:
 (1) Write the subject you studied on the   

 cover of the answer booklet.
 (2) Present facts in your answers, not just 

 general statements. 

Write only in the answer booklet. Use separate pages for 
all draft material (outlines, calculations, etc.) and write 
" " at the top of each page. Writing drafts on paper 
outside the answer booklet could disqualify the exam!

G o o d  L u c k !
/Continued on the next page/
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Part One (32 points)
There are three subjects in Part One:
Subject I: The Second Temple Period
Subject II:   The Jewish Community in the Middle Ages
Subject III:  Hasidism
Answer questions only on the subject you studied, according to the instructions 
for that subject. 
                              Subject I:  The Second Temple Period
If you studied this subject, answer two of the questions 1- 4 
(each question �– 16 points).

1. Explain why Herod [ ] harmed the priestly class [  ]. Write 
about one of his actions that harmed the priests.

2. Write about two ways in which Herod acted in order to be part of the Roman 
world. 

3. Explain how the ideology of the zealots [ ] was put into practice at 
 Masada. 
4. Name one ordinance [ ] enacted by Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai 
 [    ] and explain its purpose.

Subject II:  The Jewish Community in the Middle Ages 
If you studied this subject, answer two of the questions 5-8 
(each question �– 16 points).

5. Present one halachic argument used by Jews to undermine the  authority of 
the community.

 Explain the solution suggested by the sages in response to this argument. 

6. Explain why both the ruler and the community needed a Jewish 
 interceder [ ]. 
7. Name two public institutions that operated in the community.
 Explain why it was important for the community to have many public 
 institutions. 

8. Explain why excommunication [ ] was considered a severe punishment in 
the Jewish community during the Middle Ages. Name another punishment, 
apart from excommunication, that the community used.   /Continued on page 3/
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Subject III:  Hasidism
If you studied this subject, answer two of the questions 9-12 
(each question �– 16 points).
9. Write about two ways in which the "Deluge" [" " ] affected the 

Jewish communities of Poland.
10. Explain why many Jews at the time of Shabbtai Tzvi [  ] believed 

that the Messiah had come. 
 Explain how the belief that the Messiah had come affected the spiritual state 

of the people.
11. Explain the relationship between the tzadik [ ] and the hasid [ ]. In 

your answer, discuss the relationship from the viewpoint of both the tzadik 
and the hasid.

12. Write about one reason for the opposition to Hasidism, and give one 
example of this opposition. 

Part Two  (48 points)
Answer three of the questions 13-18 (each question �– 16 points).
13. What is nationalism? Write about one factor that led to the rise of 

nationalism in the 19th century. 
14. Choose one of the following rabbis: Rabbi Alkalai [  ] or Rabbi 

Kalischer [  ]. Explain what new idea regarding the Redemption 
[ ] the rabbi you chose introduced. 

 Give one practical proposal put forward by this rabbi.
15. Explain one characteristic of modern anti-Semitism.
 Write about one instance of modern anti-Semitism. 
16. Explain why religious Jews joined Herzl's Zionist Movement. 
 Explain why they set up a separate organization within the Zionist 

Movement.
17. What was the Uganda Plan [  ]? Explain one argument for the plan 

and one argument against it. 
18. What were two of the differences between the immigrants of the First Aliya 

and the immigrants of the Second Aliya?
        

  /Continued on page 4/(Note: Part Three is on the next page.)
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Part Three  (20 points)
Seven terms (19-25) appear below and each one is followed by two questions.
Choose four terms/names and answer both questions for each of the
terms/names you have chosen (each term �– 5 points).
19. The Halukka [" "]
 �— Why did the Jews of the Diaspora support the Jews in Eretz Yisrael?
 �— How were the Halukka funds distributed in the Sefardi community and  

 how were they distributed in the Ashkenazi community?
20. Moses Monteore [  ]
 �— What change did Monteore wish to make in the Old Yishuv?
 �— Give one action taken by Monteore for the benet of the Yishuv in  

 Eretz Yisrael.
21. Petach Tikva [  ] 
 �— What was the goal of the founders of the moshava Petach Tikva?
 �— Why did Petach Tikva have to be settled a second time, and who were  

 the settlers on this second occasion? 
22. The Sykes-Picot Agreement [  ]
 �— What countries signed the Sykes-Picot Agreement?
 �— What issue did the agreement address?
23. Nili [ " ]
 �— For what purpose was the Nili organization established?
 �— Name one of the organization's members, and write what happened to  

 the organization in the end.
24. The Versailles Treaty [  ]
 �— What preceded the signing of the Versailles Treaty?
 �— Give one limitation that this treaty imposed on Germany. 
25.  The Balfour Declaration [  ]
 �— Which country issued the Balfour Declaration?
 �— What was the main idea of the document, and what was its 
  approach toward the non-Jews in Eretz Yisrael?


