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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

20

25

BOOKSTORES UNDER THREAT

These are not easy times for bookstores. Competition from Internet shopping sites has
already forced many of them to fire employees or even close down completely. Now
they are faced with yet another threat: the rapid increase in the popularity of e-books —
electronic versions of books, which are bought on the Internet and read on a screen.
Our reporter spoke to Henry Mariner, owner of Mariner's Books in Sommerville, to

see how bookstores are coping.

Within the next five years, e-books are expected to account for over 50% of all
book sales. Does this surprise you?

Not at all. Unfortunately for us it's understandable, given the convenience of having
a book transferred instantly onto your screen, and the fact that you can take your
whole library with you wherever you go. And there's also the matter of price. E-books
do not require printing, storage, or delivery, all of which cost a great deal of money.
Consequently, a publisher can offer the electronic version of a book at a considerably
lower price than bookstores can sell the printed version of the same book. All this is

forcing us to find new strategies that will help us stay in business.

Such as?

Some stores have started specializing in used books, which are obviously cheaper.
Others are trying to attract specific audiences, such as young children, for whom the
traditional book still has a strong appeal. To be honest, I'm not sure measures like
these will be enough. There are, however, a few stores that have done something I
believe has a much better chance of success, and which I'd also love to do at Mariner's
if we could afford it: they've installed a fantastic invention — the Espresso Book
Machine. The EBM prints and binds a high-quality copy of a book right there in the
store, in just a few short minutes. There's a catalogue of millions of books to choose
from, including rare manuscripts and books that publishers are no longer printing.

This greatly expands the selection a store can offer its customers.

/3 Tmya qwnn/
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30

So would you say there's a future for bookstores?

I sincerely hope so. After all, their disappearance would be a great loss — not only
for customers who want to be able to leaf through a book before buying it, but also
for publishers, who rely on our window displays to bring their books to the public's
attention. These are things which have no real equivalent on the Internet. However,
we're in the midst of a revolution here, and nobody knows where it will lead. So

whether bookstores will still be around five years from now is anybody's guess.

QUESTIONS (60 points)
Answer questions 1-7 in English, according to the text. In questions 1, 2 and 7, circle

the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.

What is explained in lines 1-6?

(i)  Why e-books were invented.

(i)  Why books are sold on the Internet.
(iii)) Why bookstores are in trouble.

(iv) Why Mariner's Books is successful.

(7 points)
What does Henry present in lines 9-15?
(i)  The history of e-books.
(i1)  The future of e-books.
(iii) The disadvantages of e-books for publishers.
(iv) The advantages of e-books for readers.
(7 points)

E-books don't require printing, storage, or delivery. Why does Henry mention
this fact? (lines 9-15)

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

To explain WhY €-DOOKS .....ccueeiiiiiiiieiee et .
(8 points)

/4 Tmyaqwnn /
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4.

Why are bookstores taking the measures described in lines 17-26?
COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

J L1 (6 (< o (o NSRRI .
(7 points)

What do we learn from Henry's second answer? (lines 17-26)
PUT A Vv BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
........ i) What strategy he has adopted at Mariner's.
........ i) What he thinks of the strategies bookstores are using.
........ iii)  How bookstores select the books they sell.
........ iv)  How many books have been printed on EBMs.
........ V) Why he would like to install an EBM.

........ vi)  What customers think of the EBM.
(2x8=16 points)

Give ONE advantage of bookstores as compared to the Internet. (lines 27-33)

ANSWER: Lo

(8 points)
According to lines 28-33, Henry isn't sure (-).
(i)  whether bookstores need to change
(ii)) how important bookstores really are
(iii)) how long the revolution will last
(iv) if bookstores will exist in the future
(7 points)

/5 Tmya qwnin/
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (40 points)
Write 120-140 words in English on the following topic.

8.  There are some improvements you would like to see in your city or neighborhood.
Write a formal letter to the mayor, describing one or two improvements you recommend

and explaining why they are needed.

1anbyna

Use this page and the next (pages 5-6) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here:

Innbsna
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