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PART I: READING COMPREHENSION (45 points)
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Read the passage below carefully and then answer questions 1-3.

20

DELIVERING THE GOODS
|

There were hundreds of colorful bikes in Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park. Their owners,
500 bike messengers decked out with loud T-shirts, mint-green hair and fancy tattoos,
were just as colorful. All had come from North America and from as far away as Zurich,
Switzerland and Tokyo, Japan, to compete in the eighth annual Bike Messenger World
Championship for the title of "Fastest Messenger in the World." Picking up and dropping
off packages along a race course of mock offices, they were being tested tor efficiency as

well as for speed.
11

The meeting was a chance to exchange stories — about exciting deliveries, like multimillion-
dollar checks - and to voice complaints about working conditions. "Lots of new messengers
start working every year,” says San Francisco messenger John Thompson, "but only one
out of twenty lasts more than a month. Either the riding’s too hard, or the pay's too low, or
they just get scared." In winter, rain, snow and ice turn each day into a test of endurance.
Careless or impatient drivers are a threat in any weather, and so is the risk of getting
"doored” — being hit by a car door opening unexpectedly.
I11

The messengers also complained about the scornful attitude of office workers towards
them. "We're treated as second-class citizens,” says bike messenger Matt Rowley. But
when people are faced with a deadline, their attitude changes miraculously. "You're definitely
everybody's best friend," boasts Rowley, "when you make a delivery in 15 minutes that
nobody thought could be made." This may help explain why young men on bikes are

forever racing down Lhe streets of downtown Tokyo, Zurich and Philadelphia.

{Adapted from "The Strange and Wondrous Life of Couriers”, US News & World Report. September 18, 2000}
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Answer questions 1-3 in English.

I(a)

1{(b)

1(c})

Why does the author say the messengers in Fairmount Park are "cotorful?

Give TWO reasons. (paragraph I)

(1) ettt e
(1] oeeeeeievievrrsreece et e e e e e be et et s a et (8 points)
How often does the bike championship take place? (paragraph I)
ANSWER: ..o e .
(4 points)

FILL IN THE MISSING INFORMATION (ONE WORD IN EACH SPACE)
ACCORDING TO THE, CONTEXT OF PARAGRAPH I:

In order to succeed in the contest, messengers must beboth (1) ..o and

(2) i, . (6 points)

(QUESTION 1 = 18 points)

2(2)

2(b)

According to paragraph I, (— ) of the new messengers stay long on the job.
1) most
i) very few

iti) about half

iv) all .
(2 points)
Name THREE problems that messengers face. (paragraph II)
[ TS OO OOV U PO ROV U RO EOOPOTIVU
[ SO OO OO USSP OO PRPROSOURO
66 T OO USSR ORUSS
(12 points)

(QUESTION 2 = 14 points})
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3(a) i)  Which paragraph deals with the social problems messengers face?

ANSWER: ............
(3 points)

ily  Copy a phrase (up to 6 words) from that paragraph that justifies your answer:

3(b) Who are the "people” mentioned in line 177

ANSWER: TRE ..ottt e sae e rene e .
(3 points)

3(c) Give one example from the passage of the "goods” refered to in the title.

ANSWER: s a s vase s aa s s
(3 points)

(QUESTION 3 = 13 points)
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PART II: LANGUAGE EXERCISES (55 points)
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BRIl in the missing questions in the dialogue below. Single-word questions
(such as "Why?") or abbreviations (such as "How come?") will not be accepted.
Write complete sentences, each including a subject and a verb.

Dan Johnson is being interviewed by Mr. Roberts for a job in a summer camp.

MR. ROBERTS: "Hello Dan. (1} ..ot sb e b ™
DAN: "From a friend who worked for you last year."

MR. ROBERTS:  "Really? (2) .ottt e se s semnsan i
DAN: "He said it's a nice job, and I would enjoy doing it."

MR, ROBER TS (3] ottt re e s e e e ee e nae e et meeaennaanens ”
DAN: "Well, not in a summer camp, but I have worked with children before."
MR, ROBERTS: " (&) oot reeree e e s e s s essess e eeres e sses s eeessesereree e seeneeens 7"
DAN: "I think I'd prefer working with children in the older age groups.”

MR. ROBERTS: " (5) ittt ettt e st et re s et et s e renemsemnemnas ”
DAN: "Yes, six hours a day is fine.”

MR. ROBERTS: "Good. Well, please leave us your phone number and we'll get back to

1]

you.

DAN: "Thank you. Goodbye.”
/6 Ty enns
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COMPUTERS FOR COMPANY

Ethan Gold first saw his family's new computer at the age of 7. Two months later, he was
already an addict. Throughout his childhood and adolescence, the shy boy (1. will spend /
spends / is spending / used to spend) hours at the computer, rarely (2. leaves / left /

leaving / was leaving) his room except to go to school.

For kids as (3. nice / wild / friendly / shy) as Ethan, the computer is a blessing, allowing
them to overcome their shyness. However, some researchers (4. are concerned /
concerned / are concerning / concerning) about some of the computer's potentially
harmful effects. "Teenagers do establish social ties while communicating with each other
by computer,” says one expert. "But such (5. users / friends / ties / effects) are usually

weak, not a real friendship."

(6. Nevertheless / Moreover / Surprisingly / Luckily), sitting for hours at the computer
often prevents kids (7. to / from / of / for) finding real-life company. Ethan, now 19,
says, "I might have had more real-life friends if I (8. wouldn't sit / won't sit / didn't sit /

hadn't sat} at the computer so much.”

Some studies (9. have shown / had shown / showing / are shown) that when kids
outgrow their social shyness, they often outgrow their (10. addicted / addicts /

addiction / addictive) to computers as well.
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2000 YEARS OF TECHNOLOGY

Technology has always played a major role in shaping our world. Imagine, for example,

what the world would look (1. ...oviiiviiiniiinne. ) without automobiles.

Other technological inventions have also had a great influence (2. ..., )
our world. In order to determine (3. .ooovievieiiiiiien s } inventions were the most
significant, a group of eighty (4. ..corririiiiiicinine ) was asked the following

question: "If you had to choose the most important invention of the past 2000

years, what (5. ... } your choice be?"

Some of the scholars' replies, (6. ..o ) as the steam engine and the
computer, were predictable, (7. ... ) others were not. One scholar,
for examﬁle, (B, e ) reading glasses. " (3. ..o, )
hundreds of years,” he explained, "glasses {10, ..o ) enabled people
to continue reading or working even (11, ... ) their eyes got weaker
with age. This is the (12. ..o, ) that the world is not ruled only by
young people (13, ..o ) eyes are strong.”

Together, all the scholars' choices show how deeply our culture and society
are (74, oo } by the technology we invent. It seems clear that

(15, e )} certain inventions, our world have been very different.

IMNYsna

INE DAY MDY DYV MR
TN TIWH MY KUK D12 X PynD PR



