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boundaries of the traditional teacher’s role — Conforming to a rigid role
definition that narrows the ability to listen and humanly respond to the
other vs. an attitude that contributes towards expanding the boundaries
of the traditional role of the teacher.

Relating to a segment of the person as opposed to relating to person
as a whole — Partial understanding of the other, usually in relation to
a problem area (problem area focus) vs. trying to have access to the
subjective experience of the adolescent (subjective experience focus).
Alienation as opposed to connection — Relationship based on alienation,
punishment and moralizing, as opposed to finding areas of contact and
mutuality between the teacher and the adolescent.

Waiving responsibility as opposed to engagement — Fear, giving
up and waiving of responsibility on the part of the teacher, which
sabotages dialogue, while engagement, commitment and perseverance
are key factors in engaging the adolescent at risk who may mount
many obstacles to the dialogue and who may be weary of further
disappointments from the adult world.
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Abstract

This book is about dialogue with youth at risk. The art of creating
meaningful dialogues is central in the work of educators. Through dialogue
teachers can create a meaningful connection with their students. When
dealing with youth at risk, the difficulty in creating dialogue often augments
the disconnection of the adult from the adolescent. In this book we explore
factors that facilitate meaningful dialogue. Through the numerous authentic
examples included in this book a model for a meaningful dialogue evolves.
This model stresses the unique responsibilities of the educator — the adult
— in the interaction with youth at risk. Dialogue relates to the willingness
to understand another while being authentically tuned to oneself. It also
relates to the willingness to be moved and influenced while relating to
others.

Throughout our discussion, we rely heavily on the writings of Martin
Buber. According to Buber (1958), in order to help the child to grow and
realize his potential, the teacher must relate to him as a complete person
and make an effort to get to know him as a whole.

In the education system, as in other life situations, many of the dialogues
are “as-if” or pseudo-dialogues, which involve two people interacting with
neither a willingness to meet the other, nor to deeply consider the other
person’s perspective. We wish to promote “a dialogue of growth”. This
kind of dialogue engages the adolescent at risk and enables the adult to be
a factor in dealing with distress and risk factors.

In this book we discuss in detail the characteristics that differentiate the
“as-if dialogue” from the “dialogue of growth”. We contrast these two
forms of interaction along the following dimensions:

1. Lack of mutuality as opposed to mutuality — Lack of mutuality that
emphasizes the teacher’s formal power and authority vs. maximum
effort towards mutuality and human symmetry.

2. Clinging to the dictates of the role as opposed to expanding the
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