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There's a longstanding myth of a gender gap
Sign .t NN DN DN 180,851 B 13

between boys' and girls' math performance, e s Bk

suggesting some basic biological difference in
how the two genders approach math. It's
deeply controversial and widely discredited. And now, a new study has completely debunked it.

Until now, there was maybe a sliver of statistical data to support the existence of this gender gap
— nothing remotely convincing, mind you, but just enough that the idea couldn't be entirely
dismissed out of hand. While most who studied the issue pointed for cultural or social reasons

why girls might lag behind boys in math performance, there was still room for biological
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In all countries/economies
girls perform better than boys

Gender difference
Colombia Colombia Colombia T
Liechtenstein Liechtenstein Chile
Belgium United States —— Peru
Chile Denmark = Azerbaijan —— OECD average
United Kingdom United Kingdom — 4 Netherlands E—— 39 score points
United States Chile  — United States e
Switzerland i Switzerland == Mexico . - :
Luxembourg Austria == United Kingdom —
Austria Spain | — Belgium _—
Spain Luxembourg B L= Brazil ——
Peru Mexico er?g:m == Denmark ——— i
Netherlands Belgium Poetter == Spain —_—
France Germany = S Tunisia —
Denmark Canada — Singapore f eSS
Germany Peru = Liechtenstein =
Brazil Netherlands - Hong Kong-China e ——T|
Italy MNAIT France - Panama ——— i
Hong Kong-China Brazil Macao-China 1
Greecs nMmay Hong Kong-China "IT Canada E ‘h— 13"I1
Mexico Iceland L <= & Korea i n"ay
Uruguay Tunisia n .13” Indonesia ] i i
Tunisia Hungary Argentina ——
Montenegro Shanghai-China Australia ——
Hungary = Slovak Republic Chinese Taipei —_—
Canada Estonia Thailand = = .—]
Portugal Australia Hungary T ——
Serbia Chinese Taipei Portugal
Macao-China Singapore Switzerland
Turkey — Uruguay OECD average Japan
Croatia [ Serbia 0 score potnty 7 Ireland
Argentina E— Italy Luxembourg
Australia —_ Panama H Serbia
Japan —] Korea o] hxjw Y Germany :
Estonia = Macao-China g Shanghai-China |1N"Il‘}'1
Israel Ireland B o le France i
Azerbaijan == Israel § S Austria a11D>)
New Zealand | — Russian Federation =] i Uruguay
Ireland = Portugal =] Israel > NIy
Singapore = Norway =] Romania - i
Panama —] Sweden 2] Kazakhstan NN
Norway = Czech Republic = Turkey
Czech Republic = Poland = iceland
Chinese Taipei — New Zealand — Estonia
Thailand = Latvia = Russian Federation
Poland = Azerbaijan — Sweden
Iceland = Argentina — New Zealand
Romania = Kazakhstan — Italy
Korea = Croatia == Greece
Slovak Republic = Indonesia = Norway
Finland = Greece —— Latvia
Dubai (UAE) d Romania —— Czech Republic
Russian Federation s i Japan = Poland
Latvia s Girls Turkey — Girls Qatar
Slovenia perform Montenegro ==} perform Dubai (UAF)
Jordan better Thailand ] better Croatia
Kazakhstan H Slovenia = =] Slovak Republic
Shanghai-China Finland [—— Montenegro
Indonesia Lithuania = T Kyrgyzstan
Sweden b Trinidad and Tobago = N | Slovenia
Bulgaria = Bulgaria ] Y1) Finland I
Qatar = i Kyrgyzstan 4“— Jordan
Kyrgyzstan =mariii —or Trinidad and Tobago
Lithuania == Dubai (UAE) Lithuania
Trinidad and Tobago — nln-] y Albania Bulgaria ’ . : : ,
Albania —— Jordan k Albania PR <
0 10 270

-10 0

20 30 41

~

n"nx

N'¥IX NIV
nTTNY
N>yl
q12'N2

© 2013#40



2011 'n on'va NNA-0"A DAY YO

N2'VNNN

D'y

nINa
M
n'01m

a7y

o

anIo
00N

9"

N

NP
hlaFih|
a7
2N
IR
[vonTy
nmINa

non

Inn
-
NN
naInn
e
NIy

A AN
[XINO
TN
19310
e

X0

HLralli
IR
aann

WO
TITIN
TTIVON 1Y
NIMMKD TIN'R
TITRN

nrm
N''00790 NIYN
[
Ny
[mna

[Ny

100

100 50 50
DM NawiYo nian Ny we
nIT
nny

nINA
TP
hIaPiTh!

7'y
hialile
1'0110
0N
120 NIYIN
|9

n'on
NRMIP-DNT
n1lo

[hny]

o
NN
nNW-ww
19210
[XI'RO
N
Alg-1n
N
NN
Ty

I7nn
[xuonTy?
9

N

pLalu
DTATIN
NO'7

hLPaTp]

M
TN
DAl
TR
DI
TITARD TINK
WOj
TIvon 2
N''00790 DK
NaW-TRY
ak

[mna

[KnIy

50

0 50

100

DN Ny Yo

nmn naw'Y e

nT
< py

T
nny

n"nx

N'YIX MY

nTTNY
N>yl
q12'N2

© 2013# 41



2011 "1 o791 on'vA NNA-DA DAY YD %

D'y

Gender Difference

NN

Gender Difference

n7'unNnNN

Gender Difference
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Closing the gap between boys’ and girls’ attainment
In schools

The most crucial factor in explaining the greater difficulty that some boys have in
coping with the demands of learning and teaching in school is that fewer boys than
girls acquire the level of literacy necessary to succeed. This is especially the case in
relation to writing and, to a lesser extent, to reading. Literacy is critical for
educational success at school. Because more boys have trouble with literacy than
girls they also have problems in accessing the wider curriculum. This difficulty affects
progress not only in subjects that are highly language-based, such as Welsh or
English and history, but across the whole curriculum, because reading and recording
skills are important in all subjects. By the age of 14, a significant minority of boys
cannot keep pace with much of the work at school and experience an increasing
sense of frustration and failure as a result.

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/7498/1/Gender Gap Report March 2008.pdf
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