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The Second Decade of the Israel Curriculum Center

Shlomo Ben Eliahu

This article is a review of the activities of the Israel Curriculum Center
(ICC), which is a central administrative pedagogical department in the
Ministry of Educational and Culture. The review considers the second and
beginning of the third decades of the ICC’s existence (from 1977-1988).

The purpose of the review is to present the central principles of the ICC’s
educational policy during this period, detailing the development of and
cahnges in that policy, and to examine the most advisable trends of the
future.

With regard to development and change, the ICC directed its activites to the
basic trends characteristic of the educational system in general, and to the
educationl policy set by the Ministry’s administraion. Two developments
had an impact on the ICC’s activities.

(1) The Advance of pedagocial autonomy of schools within the framework
of an educational system which maintains, in general, a centralistic
eduational policy.

(2) Developments in the area of educatinal thechnology with respect to
computer and telecommuncations systems.

The process of strengthening th autonomy of schools impacte on the ICC,
which itself began to pursue a varitey of rucciculum options: university
centers, reginal centers, community staff, school staffs, and even indivudual
teachers. Given this, a change occurred in the ICC’s function: form a body
which worked according to the “Research, Developement and Diffusion”
(R.D.D.) approach - by which curriculum development was one-derectinal,
that is, from the producer to the user - to a center which mangaged an entire
network for development on the local and central levels. from the school’s
perspective, this has brought increased interaction between it and the ICC as
a national center. For the individual teacher, it is significant in that he is now
being perceived both as a curriculum consumer as well as a potential
curriculum developer.

In the area of computer thechnology, the ICC started to combine computer
studies with the learning materials it produced, and began to utilize the
potential of the computer in different curricular areas.
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Other areas in which the ICC operated of the ICC’s role. the task of the
department is to plan and coordinate the overall national effort with regard
to curricula development.

It seems clear, then that there is a need to further support the ICC’s proven
ability to function efficiently so that it can continue to successcully fulfill its
tasks.

The Use of Job Analysis Technique for Technological
Curriculum Evaluation

Rina Doron, Amnon Fishkin

The paper exhibits the use of job analysis technique for curriculum
evaluation and up-to-dateness for Electronic practical engineers and
technicians.

A survey, including a sample of fifteen Electrocnic industrial plants in
Israel, was carried out in 1986. About 90 practical engineers, thechnicians
and their supervisors were interviewed about their various jobs, posotions,
tasks and duties in the Electronic industry.

They were also asked questions about the relevancy of the existing subjects
in the curriculum used by the colleges.

It was established that:

1. The duties of practical engineers and technicians in the Electrocnic
industry are very similar. Nevertheless, is should not be concluded that there
are no significant differences in their professional level.

2. Most of the subjects in the current curriculum were proved to be
important for the training of the two above mentionded groups.

3. It was recommended to extend the studies of up-to-date Electronic
systems and instruments such as new oscilloscopes, computerized control
and testing equipment, Digital Communication and so on.

4. The weight of the following objectives in the curriculum should be
increased: The ability of self-learning; Intitiative and Creativity; the
awareness of currently used techniques in industry, etc.
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Qqulitative Methods in Evaluation of a Biology Program: a
Case Study

Naama Sabar

The article describes what happens to a curriculum in the long way from its
ideological conception on the national level, through its translation to
instructional materials, its perception by the teachers, its implementation in
the classroom and the students experiencing with it.

The major issues that are being dealt with are the teachers dissatisfaction
and the most suitable research methods to find out about it.

The contribution of qualitative methods and especially naturalistic
classroom observations and iterviews, toward curriculum implementation
studies are perfomed and discussed. Though this study is about a science
curriculum, its implications could be applied to any other curriculum.

A Combined Model System for Development and Adaption
of Curricula

Yuval Dror

The various methods in the area of curriculum planning deal with both
theoretical and practical aspects. Many scholars have pointed out the
absence of a single theory of curriculum and the fact that there are parallel
curriculum theories. This article attemps to combine different curriculum
models, both theoretical and practical, and presents a combined model
system whose aim is to develop and adapy curricula.

Most models of curriculum developement, beginning with Tyler, are linear;
they begin with the presentation of “Purposes” and finish with the planning
of “Educational Experiences” and their “Evaluation”. They are aimed to
teams of external developers preparing curricula for schools. Ben-Peretz has
suggested a reversed linear continuum which begins with suggestions for
“Activies” and examines their suitability in regard to “Purposes” and other
variables. This continuum is aimed at teachers using the curricula. Other,
more flexible and multi-directional models, also exit which stimulatinously
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include the planning of all the components of curricula made by the
planning teams (e.g. Walker). The third approach includes some of the
advantages of the two other approaches; this improvement is suggested in
the combined model presented in this article.

Much importance has been given to the role teachers paly in the process of
curriculum planning, by virtue of their ability to expose the inherent
“potential” in curricula. The combined model is meant to be a curriculum
aid to the teachers, similar to an “analysis scheme”.

The system model set out in the article is aimed at two main types of
application:

a. Curriculum development according to the “potential” found through use
of the model.

b. Curriculum adaption according to the same “potential”. In both cases
those who use the model will be external planners, including teachers who
are members of the planning teams, and teachers who develop curricula
independently.

The Syllabus as a Tool for the Organizing the Teacher’s
Didactic Considerations

Moshe Siblerstein & Naama Sabar

Schools in Israel are related to implement national syllabi is the different
disciplines taught in the schools. Teachers enjoy a large amount of freedom
in utilizing curriculum materials which were prepared by scholars, mostly
those with high qualities and were authorized by the Ministry of Education.
Only very few teachers regard the syllabus a useful document. The paper
deals with suggestions how to change the teacher’s attitude toward the
syllabus by utilizing it as a conceptual scheme which may guide the teachers
toward an improvement and more autonomous implementation of
curriculum materials.
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The Ecological Project as an Example of Bridging Between
Central and School Based Curriculum Development

Pinchas Tamir

In recent years interesting trends in curriculum development may be
observed. In places dominated by centrally madnated curriculum there is a
tendency towards more school based curriculum development. At the same
time places characterized traditionally by school based curriculum have been
adopting state and nationally mandated curricula. One such example which
is described in the article is the Ecological Project which is part of the
national highschool bilogogy curriculum. Although the requirement to do
such a pfoject is prescribed and an external oral examination based on the
project is part of the matriculation examination, the school, the teacher and
even each individual student exercies a lot of freedom in the choise of topics
and in the manner each project is actually carried out. The article describes
the various phases which this curriculum component has undergone during
the years and shows the involvement of the teachers in shaping the present
practices. It is argued that interaction between the centre and the periphery,
such as that which has occured regarding the Ecological Project can usefully
bridge between the extremes, namely between central and school based
curriculum developments.

Processes in the Development of Local Learning Materials

Shevah Eden, Simha Mozes, Rivka Amiad

The curriculum reform in Israel is characterized by:

1. Teamwork 2. Professionalozation 3. Establishing of a national center and
centers at the universities.

The model was common in many countries in the sixties and seventies and
was termed by many as ‘the Center approach’. Criticism of this approach
grew in the late seventies and eghties. Is is accused of being alienated from
the schools and of causing deprefessionallization of the teachers.
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‘School based curriculum’ is seen by some educatinalists as the remedy for
the evils of the ‘Center approach’. Between the two approaches there are
several intermediate forms based on interaction between the ‘Center’ and the
‘Periphery’.

The development of learning materials on ‘Our Hometown’ for the fourth
grade is a case study of the interaction between the National Curriculum
Center and local teams of teachers. The topic is part of the curriculum in
social studies. In addition to the guidelines in the syllabus the Center has
published a model for developing the learning materials and a developed
example. The idea of setting up local teams of teachers was presented to
teachers, consultants, supervisers etc.

Over the years some experience and data have been accumulated from local
projects. Out of 42 projects, 18 have been chosen for study. Information was
provided on:

1. Team organization. In most cases the initiators fo the teams were officials
from outside the school. Motives for establishing of the teams were
discussed.

2. Description of the teams according to size, training, grade of teaching, the
team coordinator, division of work withtin the team ets.

3. Work processes were identified and analyzed.

Processes in the ‘Local Teams’ and in the ‘Center’ were found to be similar.
The differences between them were caused mainly by professional training
of the team members, their abilities, their working conditions, the quality of
help from the Center. These differences strongly influenced the quality of
the prudcuts.

The Fucntional Roles of Diagrams in Curriculum Design and
Development

Sarah Guri-Rozenblit

This study examined the instructional effectiveness of abstract diagrams and
verbal explanations in learning from social science texts, which containde
multi-thematic inforamtion and were new to the students. Two texts of
abour 4,000 words each were examined. Each of the texts appeared in four
versions, in which the verbal and schematic representations were
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manipulated. While most of the studies conducted on diagrams and other
visual devices are isolated fromt he broad research on verbal processing, this
study incorporates tne investigation of the diagrams’ functional utility into
the broad context of cognitive elaborations applied to text comprehension.
416 students of the Open University of Israel, participated in the study. The
main results indicate that: an explained diagram, in general, is more
effective than a verbal explanation in representing sequential and
hierarchial relations; a diagram has a significant effect on ‘active’
recollection and ‘passive’ retention; the mode of the text’s disign and
presentation is more influential than the initial verbal and visual aptitudes;
the text’s manipulations have no effect on time of reading, invested mental
effort in the reading process, its perceived difficulty and level of interest.
The implications of the finding for curriculum design and development are
discussed.
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