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Sunday, September 03, 2017

Dear Teachers,

One of the national goals for promoting English study in the upcoming school year is
improving spoken English. The Ministry of Education, therefore, has created a new 7th
grade program, allotting an extra hour of English to selected schools. Your school has
the privilege of being one of those chosen for this program.

Why?

Spoken English is a basic skill everyone should have for LIFE. By creating a non-
threatening, FUN atmosphere as early as 7" grade, students are more likely to become
proficient English speakers.

When? 1 EXTRA English hour a week per class

What (do you need?) Click to download the online handbook with materials to start
off the year. As the year progresses, more units will be added. You will get a printed
copy at the planned regional cluster meetings. The handbook can also be accessed on
the Stay-Up-To-Date Inspectorate site. This handbook includes the first 2 stages of the
program:

e Stage 1: Ice breakers, songs and chants, tongue twisters, and creative ways to
focus on pronunciation, stress and intonation. There is an abundance of material
and links to choose from in the handbook.

e Stage 2: Readers' Theater. With clear guidelines and simple scripts, students will
improve their reading fluency. Reading fluency will promote speaking fluency.
The scripts have been chosen with students of ALL levels in mind.

How? Create a pleasant atmosphere. Be prepared to have fun WITH your students. Put
up useful expressions around the classroom. Review the resource links to prepare for
these classes.

Note: This hour is NOT for completing material from the other lessons — it is specifically
targeted at actively speaking in English. The first few months have NO assessment, and
later on, OPTIONAL assessment. Only in the second half of the year will students have to
generate their own tasks.

Regional sessions are being planned over the course of the school year to help you
implement the program. The first in the series will be held between the hours of 3pm -
7:00 pm.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2eqxL-E_xnPRTZPaldkQUd5bDA/view
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Please complete this questionnaire. At least one representative of the staff must
complete the registration form linked to the Hebrew letter.

We look forward to working together on this new venture. If you have further questions
after going through the handbook, you may contact either one of us.

Renee Binyamini: renee@maalegilboa.org.il

Rachelle Borenstein: rachcbl@gmail.com

All the best,

Renee Binyamini Rachelle Borenstein

National Counselors
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