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Qualifications framework

• Over 150  countries with NQF or other sectorial QF

• Almost all OECD countries with developed 

NQF/sectorial QFs

• Not a European experience at the beginning
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QFs in the world: Africa
South Africa
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ì WHO: South African Qualifications 
Authority

ì WHAT: provide information on recognition 
of qualifications and HE systems;

ì WHERE: National Qualifications Framework 
Act 67 of 2008;

ì WHEN: 2008;

ì WHY: 1) Create a single integrated national 
framework for learning achievements; 2) 
Facilitate access to, and mobility and 
progression within, education, training and 
career paths; 3) Enhance the quality of 
education and training; 4) Accelerate the 
redress of past unfair discrimination in 
education, training and employment 
opportunities.

More info: 
http://www.saqa.org.za/list.php?e=NQF

http://www.saqa.org.za/list.php?e=NQF


• Asia-Pacific
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QFs in the world: Asia-Pacific/1



QFs in the world: Asia-Pacific/2

Australia
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ì WHO: Australian Government Department of 

Education and Training;

ì WHAT: the policy for regulated qualifications in 
the Australian education and training system. It 

incorporates the qualifications from each 

education and training sector into a single 

comprehensive national qualifications framework. 

ì WHERE: higher education, vocational education 

and training (VET), and schools;

ì WHEN: 1995; 2012; currently under review;

ì WHY: 1) facilitate pathways to, and 

through, formal qualifications; 2) accommodates 
the diversity of purposes of Australian education 

and training now and into the future; 3) supports 
and enhances the national and international 

mobility of graduates and workers through 
increased recognition of the value and 

comparability of Australian qualifications

More info: https://www.aqf.edu.au/



Canada
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QFs in the world: North America

ì WHO: Council of Ministers of Education, Canada;

ì WHAT: Canadian Degree Qualifications 
Framework, Procedures and Standards for New 
Degree Program Quality Assessment, and the 
Procedures and Standards for Assessing New 
Degree-Granting Institutions

ì WHERE: higher education; Ministerial Statement 
on Quality Assurance of Degree Education in 
Canada

ì WHEN: 2007;

ì WHY: 1) To provide assurance that new programs 
and new institutions of higher learning meet 
appropriate standards; how degree credentials 
compare in level and standard to those in other 
jurisdictions, with a view to facilitating the search 
for continuous improvement, the education and 
training of an internationally competitive 
workforce, and international recognition of the 
quality of Canadian credentials

More info: 
https://www.cicic.ca/1286/pan_canadian_qualifications
_frameworks.canada

https://www.cicic.ca/1286/pan_canadian_qualifications_frameworks.canada
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QFs in the world: Europe/1
From 2005:
• 35 countries are working towards comprehensive frameworks, including all 

levels and types of qualifications from formal education and training and 
increasingly opening up to qualifications awarded in non-formal contexts

• most European countries have completed the (initial) conceptual and 
technical development of their frameworks. The majority of them have 
formally adopted their NQFs (Italy included)

• 34 countries had formally linked (‘referenced’) their national qualifications 
frameworks to the EQF 

• 29 countries participating in EQF implementation have also self-certified their 
framework against the EHEA QF

• 23 countries have introduced EQF/NQF levels in national qualifications 
documents 
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• Comprehensive frameworks, addressing all levels and types of qualification from 
formal education and training and, in some cases non formal and in-formal 
education

• Comprehensive frameworks can be understood as “loose” - they integrate sub-
frameworks (and their specific legislation) but refrain from introducing uniform 
rules for the design and award of qualifications 

• Most countries have introduced eight-level frameworks

• All countries have introduced LOs-based level descriptors, reflecting EQF level 
descriptors 

• The main objective of the NQFs, reflecting their ‘loose’ character, is to:
– improve transparency in national qualifications systems; 
– make easier for citizens to assess and make better use of national level qualifications
– clarify how qualifications from different institutions and subsystems can be combined to support 

individual learning careers, turning the NQF into key instrument for LLL. 

Common characteristics



Ireland
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QFs in the world: Europe/2
ì WHO: Quality and Qualifications Ireland 

(QQI);

ì WHAT: framework for the development, 
recognition and award of qualifications in 
Ireland; One framework to encompass all 
awards for all aspects of education and 
training; A simple, transparent frame of 
reference

ì WHERE: higher education, vocational 
education and training (VET), and schools;

ì WHEN: 2003;

ì WHY: 1) Promote the transparency of 
Ireland’s qualifications system; 2) Need for 
a more flexible system of qualifications; 3) 
Need for portability of qualifications – into 
and out of country; 4) European policy 
trends and agreements – Lisbon, 
Copenhagen and Bologna, European 
Qualifications Framework (EQF)

More info: 
https://www.qqi.ie/Articles/Pages/National-
Framework-of-Qualifications-(NFQ).aspx

https://www.qqi.ie/Articles/Pages/National-Framework-of-Qualifications-(NFQ).aspx


European Qualifications framework
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QFs in the world: Europe/2

ì WHO: European Union

ì WHAT: Meta-framework (a framework 
of frameworks)

ì WHERE: education and higher 
education, vocational education and 
training (VET), Lifelong learning;

ì WHEN: 2008 «Recommendation of 
the establishment of the European 
Qualifications Framework – EQF»;

ì WHY: to improve the transparency 
and comparability of people’s 
qualifications

More info: 
https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/en
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QFs in the world: Europe/3
QF for the European Higher Education Area 

ì WHO: 48 countries Members of the EHEA

ì WHAT: Meta-framework (a framework of 

frameworks); not an international treaty 

with a binding nature but a voluntary 

process; not harmonisation but 

conservation of diversity.

ì WHERE: Higher Education;

ì WHEN: 1999;

ì WHY: transparency and readability of the 

formative paths and qualifications; the 

opportunity to continue studies easily or 

find employment in another European 

country; a better capacity to make 

European Higher Education attractive for 

non-European countries

ì More info: www.ehea.info



Thank You
Todà
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